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Memes are often combined with current hot/V events 
and characters. With the communication advantages 
of social network platforms, they can easily resonate 
with netizens and thus improve the discussion of 
online topics. In addition to popular stars and Internet 
celebrities, some popular variety shows, movies, 

TV seriesw and animation works can be used by 
netizens to make emoticons^. 

The booming development of memes has promoted 
a craze of a nationwide online carnival. On the 
one hand, memes provide an outlet for grassroots 
netizens to vent their emotions. The fast-paced 
modern lifeul has brought people a sense of tension 
and pressure. Social media has gradually become 
a pressure relief valve for people. Making and 
spreading memes is one of the ways for netizens to 
get rid of the pressure in reality. 
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Celebrities 


Huang Zitao, Chinese singer&actor, was born in 
Qingdao. He was a member of the Korean men’s 
group EXO and the Chinese team EXO-M. Many 
netizens in China like to use pictures of him as 
memes. One reason is that he does not pay much 
attention to expression management, the expression 
of feelings will be particularly abundant, so the 
static has a dynamic effect. Netizens can easily find 
Huang’s memes on the following website. 






















Video sources for the memes via link below. ^ 



httPs://www.voutube.com/watch?v=l3dezFzsNss 


Learn more about the show via link below. ^ 



httDs://reurl.cc/9L8Va 










These memes feature Yue Yunpeng who is a Chinese 
actor and xiangsheng performer. These memes are all 
derived from his xiangsheng performance, i: 



Memes from Yue Yunpeng’s xiangsheng performance 






















TU series 


This is also one of the most fascinating places in 
the expression packed culture. No matter how old 
TVw series, stars or musicians, it is possible to “turn 
popular” by the memes. 

Among the numerous TV dramas, the most popular^ 
ones are My Fair Princess and My Own Swordsman. 
Many netizens memes are from these two TV 
series. My Own Swordsman and My Fair Princess 
are classic comedies, the actors have wonderful 
performances, the plot is rich and the actor’s 
expression is also very diverse, so it is very suitable 
for making a variety of memes. 

What’s more, let’s talk about the memes themselves. 
Instead of words, memes are used to express 
meaning. The most important!! thing is that memes 
are funny^ and diverse. The funny nature of the My 
Own Swordsman memes is beyond doubt. As for the 
diversity, My Own Swordsman is written to resemble 
real life, which makes it diverse. 
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These memes are from My Fair Princess, a famous 
Chinese comedy iJ from 1998.Learn more about the 
show via link below. m 


Some Chinese netizens have created an account on 
weibo specifically to post memes about My Fair Princess 


https://reurl.cc/x4a7z 

































https://reurl.ee/YRzOX 


These memes are from My Own Swordsman, a famous 1 
Chinese TV comedy series IS from 2006. Learn more 
about the TV series via link below. W 



















Memes from My Own Swordsman TV deries. 


Some websites# have even created collections of My 
Own Swordsman memes. % 
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Reality shows 

In the context of the Internet @ , the number of 
memes has become a key factor to measure the 
popularity of stars, and even movies-tf , TV series 
and variety shows. Like Wu Yifan’s “do you have 
freestyle” from China has hip-hop, meme packages 
have been used by many netizens. As said in the 
official explanation, China has hip hop exceeded 
100 million views within four hours of its release, and 
over the next three days, “freestyle” was mentioned 
repeatedly by Internet users and the media, 
increasing the number of views of the program to 150 
million. 

In 2018, Wang Ju also contributed a lot of memes 
in the reality show*** creating 101. The audience 
of the program began to expand from star-chasing 
boys and girls to a broader group, because Wang Ju 
started a broader discussion about women’s rights. 
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Some netizens cut out wonderful clips of reality shows ?9 
and posted them on the lnternet#to provide material for 
other netizens to make memes. m 

















Wang ju’s performance in the reality show is loved by 
many fans, 


Some of Wang’s fans^i have set up accounts on weibo 
to post her memes to show support for their idol. W 
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How to make memes? 


Meitu XiuXiu (Meitu Pic) is an image editing software 
that is mostly used in Mainland China*. It is 
available on Google Play and Appstore. It provides 
tools for editing photos: filters, retouching, collage, 
scenes, frames, and photo decorations etc. 

Edit 

MeituPic provides a number of photo-editing tools X 
. The major functions are Auto enhance, Edit, 
Enhance, Filters, Frames, Magic Brush, Mosaic, Text 
and Blur. 

Beauty Retouch 

There are seven major functions for retouching the 
photo by using meitupic: they are auto retouch, 
smoothen and whiten skin, remove blemish, 
slimming, remove dark circles and bags under eyes*- 
, taller and more enhanced eyes. 

Collage 

Collage has four types: template, freestyle, poster, 
PicStrip, where up to nine photos can be inserted. 










Mascot memes and 
the monetization of 
internet culture 


Data ||| shows that driven by the emoji economy, the 
profit of China’s online mall Taobao has increased 
by nearly 40% from last year, and the post-1995 
and post-2000 generations account for nearly 50% 
of consumers. As Taobao’s cooperation with meme 
makers becomes more mature and complete, more 
and more young users are willing to pay for the 
memes they like. More and more companies are also 
developing products around the emoji and meme 
characters. 
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LINE FRIENDS 


LINE has a rich meme library, the core of which is 
LINE FRIENDS consisting of 7 members including 
BrownHBear, Kenny Rabbit^and Shantou. In the 
initial stage of the meme making, LINE could earn 
two or three hundred million dollars in revenue a year 
by selling the right to use the memes. 

With the increasing popularity of LINE FRIENDS 
among users, LINE FRIENDS started to do expand 
their business. In addition to peripheral toy products, 
it has also launched LINE OFFLINE - office worker, 
a brand animation and LINETOWN, an animation 
series for children o. 
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Image of LINE FRIENDS^. More image sources via link 
code below, w 





In the second stage of meme transformation, the 
company not only launched many dolls, tea cups® and 
other daily necessities, but also turned its focus to cross¬ 
industry, and successively launched co-branded products 
with cosmetics brands, clothing brands, LAMY pens/ 
and other brands, 
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https://www.linefriends.com/ 











Kumamon 


As the official mascot of Kumamoto Prefecture, 
Kumamoto bears m have a number of important 
responsibilities, such as image spokesperson, PR, 
and expression pack ambassador. 

In order to to make a name for itself, Kumamoto 
Prefecture has tried to participate in talent shows, 
and use the media to hype itself e.g. “our Kumamoto 
bear has disappeared in Osaka for a month”, 
calling on people to “find kumamoto bear” and other 
activities. 

According to data i,t , in the year of 2015 alone, 
sales of Kumamoto bear products (dolls, toys, food 
packaging boxes, etc.) reached 64.3 billion yen. 
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Kumamoto actively attends publicity activities for the 
government PI . 
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In September 2017, the Kumamoto bear coffee shop« in 
Nanjing opened to the joy of many customers.* 










































No age restrictions 


With no boundaries, meme culture shows great 
inclusiveness. There is no age limit -- the elderly have 
found their place in this meme feast. Young people 
prefer black, white and grey. While the old people’s 
memes feature mostly beautiful women, flowers , 
butterflies and other real scenes. The more vulgar 
the content, the more young people like it, while the 
middle aged and old people are all for positive energy 
and love for life. 
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Memes 
that older 
generations 
prefer. 


Memes that 
the young 
generation 
prefer. 







No geographical 
restriction 


Netizens have already started to use material from 
abroad to make their memes. Song Mingguo who 
is from South Korea # , has become one of the most 
popularAmemes on WeChat. Nick Young is an 
NBA player, but he became famous because of the 
“question mark face” meme; Gavin, the smirk boy, 
has travelled to China after becoming famous in the 
US-. 
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Memes from 
Song Minguo, 
Appearing at 
The Return of 
Superman in 
2014. 


Memes from Nick 
Young. 


Memes from 
Gavin. 
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Helping people with 
social phonia to solue 
social problems 


There is no doubt that memes are a product 
of Internet culture. It is an embodiment of 
fragmentation. Small size, simple production, quick 
response to social hot spots; it is highly efficient 
dissemination. The production of emoticons is also 
not in pursuit of sophisticated products, but in the 
sense of humor and connotation. The frankness of 
expressing one’s feelings exactly meets people’s 
demand for quick access to information in the flood of 
information. 

Asians are more reserved. In ordinary 
communication, expressions and body movements 
can be used to help express some information, but in 
online chatting, language is the only way. Thus, the 
appearance of memes makes up for this defect. 
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A screenshot of young Chinese chatting with each other 
using memes on Wechat. ^ 
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Memes are ruining 
our ability to express 
ourselues 


There is no denying that as more and more people 
prefer sending memes to express their feelings 
rather than words, their language skills are gradually 
declining without realising it. Just because we rely too 
much on memes, all the ups and downs in life can be 
replaced by memes, leading to emotional deficiency, 
and we are less and less able to speak 

If we look at those who love# to send memes, 
perhaps there is a common denominator: poor 
vocabulary. It’s hard to ignore the fact that memes do 
make communication shorter, and they are reducing 
many people’s ability and patience to use words and 
sentences. 
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The Evolution of Chinese Memes 
Designer and editor: YU HU 

This is a student project submitted for the 
MA Book Design course at the University 
of Reading, 2019 

The images and memes used in this are 
all publicly available. I do not own the 
rights to any of these images. 




